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The Germination of Modern Agricultural Development for Small Farmer
Households: A Case Study on Land Transfer Among Farmer Households
and Co-existence of Three Farmland Operation Modes in Village D of
Anhui Province

Liu Chuang Tong Zhihui Chen Chuanbo

Abstract: The Nineteenth National Congress has put forward the idea of “achieving the organic connection between small
farmer households and modern agricultural development”, which has inspired lots of discussions on how to achieve this organic
connection. There are three policy thoughts which compete with each other. The first one is that small farmer households are
driven by new types of agricultural business entities. The second one is that small farmer households are served by the system
of socialized agricultural services. The third one is that small farmer households are stimulated and energized by farmers’
organizations. However, these three policy thoughts have ignored the fact that has happened in ordinary villages: the land
transfer among farmer households leads to diverse farmland operation modes. The co-existence and transformation of different
farmland operation modes are bringing positive effects to small-scale farmers’ agriculture. In village D of Anhui Province, three
farmland operation modes, namely, self-cultivation, rental, and scale management, co-exist and transform each other. Small
farmer households have gone through the natural germination of modern agricultural development, showing the improvement
of technical abilities, the enhancement of marketing connectivity, the increase of comprehensive benefits, and the maintaining
of the agroecological system. Although the applicability of these facts discovered in the case village needs to be verified by
statistical studies, the germination of modern agricultural development for small farmer households has provided some
important implications on how to develop agriculture for small farmer households and how to achieve the organic connection
between small farmer households and modern agricultural development. Small farmer households no longer belong to
traditional small farmer households, and their production has some basic characteristics of modern agricultural production. At
the same time, the organic connection between small farmers and modern agricultural development does not necessarily refer to
the connection between small farmers and existing business entities and organizational systems. The influences brought by the
land transfer among farmer housecholds within the village, as well as the co-existence and transformation of three farmland
operation modes, should not be ignored. Through exploring various connecting trajectories, small farmer households will be
able to develop modern agriculture and follow the connecting trajectory without losing their subjectivity.

Key Words: Small Farmer Household; Small Farmer Household Agriculture; Modern Agricultural Development; Farmland

Operation Mode; Land Transfer
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